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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| In one part of the following diſcourſe the reader will find 


that the author has briefly, yet freely, expreſſed his ſenti- 


ments reſpecting civil eſtabliſhments of religion; he can 


truly ſay without the leaſt intention to offend a ſingle per- 


ſon who differs from him in ſentiment on this ſubject. His 
great aim through the whole diſcourſe has been to pro- 


mote the happineſs of his fellow creatures, by endeavour- 
ing to impreſs their minds with juſt ſentiments of right and 
wrong ;—to form or cheriſh in them correſpondent diſpo- 
| Hitions ;—and thus to regulate their temper and conduct 
agreeably to the righteous and immutable rule of our Sa- 


viour, © All things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 


do unto you, do ye even ſo to them *. But it requires 


very little penetration to diſcern, whether civil eſtabliſn- 


ments of religion be in their own nature calculated to pro- 
mote this deſirable end; and the world has had ſufficient 
Experience of their effects for more than the ſpace of a thou- 


ſand years, to. direct what e it ought t to form on 


this ſubject +. 


If religion be a perſonal concern, and if no man be lord 


of another's conſcience (which are axioms in theology), 
how then can it be conceived that a majority in any com- 
munity, acting according to the above eternal law of rec- 


titude, can impoſe any mode or form of religion on ſuch as 
diſapprove of 1 it, or compel them to contribute towards its 


ſupport? 


It is 1 readily granted, that a nation, or even the | 


minority, hath a right to eſtabliſh, by common conſent, any 


Mat. vii. 12. + See an excellent . lately publiſhed 


by the Rev. William Parry of Little Baddow, entitled, Thoughts 


on ſuch Penal Religious Statutes as aftect the Proteſtant Diſlenters, 
A 2, 105 5 form 


1 80 (4) 
form of religion for themſelves, and to ſupport and main- 
tain that form; but can they cotopel others to ſupport it, 
vuithout manifeſt injuſtice ? 


The Diflenters in this country, however, &, and ought, 


to think themſelves in a much happier ſituation than many 
of their predeceſſors, in proportion as the legiſlature has 
conceded to them their juſt rights as members of the com- 


munity, It is their ambition to approve themſelves good 


citizens, notwithftanding the degree of oppreſſion and un- 
Juſt odium under which they {till remain, 
ſufflcient ſhare of good ſenſe to know, and of humanity to 


fee, that they do not poſſeſs a degree of freedom equal to 


that enjoyed by their fellow citizens. 


Nevertheleſs, the friends of ane ee any ve per- 


fectly fatisfied that Diſſenters, regulating their temper and 


conduct according to the principles recommended in the 


following difcourfe, will never make uſe of any Means in- 


jurious to others, in order to obtain a perfect freedom, in a 


religious view, for themſelves, They will cheerfully ſub- 
mit to the inconveniences they at preſent experience, and 


continue to do all the good offices in their power to their 
fellow citizens who differ from them in their ſentiments of 


religious freedom, until the nation in general ſhall be awake 
to univerſal juſtice, When that happy period ſhall arrive, 
theſe inconveniences will be done away of courſe, 
Mal pox, 
April 19, 179. 
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CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE 
RECOMMENDED, & 


Funkrrraus 11. 4. 


Loo not every man on his own things, but « every mau 


a ye on the thin 5 ef others. 


Tis E goſpel convent elf to us by the im- 
portant diſcoveries it makes, and i its great utility to 


mankind in different points of view. While it re- 


veals ſuch truths as unaſſiſted reaſon could never 


have diſcovered ; while 1t makes known the divine- 
ly-appointed and only method of a ſinner's recon- 


ciliation to God; it exhibits to our admiring view 
5 the law of nature in its moſt amiable form, and en- 


joins upon us a conformity to it by the moſt en 


and engaging motives. 
A due conſideration of che E viſtles of Paul, and 


of the other Apoſtles of our Lord, will evince the 


truth of theſe aſſertions. Are we guilty before God, 


the Goſpel reveals a ſure way of pardon, honour- 
able to the divine character and government. Is 


our nature diſordered by ſin, the goſpel is perfectly 


adapted to rectify whatever is amiſs in the ſoul of 
man. Has our conduct towards our Maker and our 


fellow creatures been unrighteous, the goſpel is de- 
ſigned to reduce it to the ſtandard of rectitude. So 


that the goſpel, if rightly underſtood, will not fail = 
of Producing in us the molt ſalutary effects, ſince 1 it 


1 Contains, 


— —— t — ↄ 5" Rr tens 


contains, in its doctrines, precepts, and promiſes, 


every thing requiſite to our holineſs and felicity. 


„ Apoſtle Paul felt its happy influence upon 
himſelf, and was animated thereby to preach, write, 
and pray, that others might be partakers of his grace, 
or brought to entertain ſimilar views and ſentiments 


of the goſpel with himſelf, and experience the like 


beneficial effects of it on their temper and conduct. 
He therefore begins this ſecond chapter to the Phi- 


_ bppians with exhorting them, in the moſt earneſt and 


_ affectionate manner, to exemplify in their deportment 
towards one another the amiable, conciliating, and be- 
nevolent ſpirit of genuine Chriſttanity. © If there be 
therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of 
. love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 


and mercies, fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be like-mind- 7 
ed, having the ſame love, being of one accord, of 


one mind: let nothing be done through ſtrife or 


vuain- glory; but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem 
other better than themſelves. Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man alſo on the things 


of others.“ 


The great duty to which the apoſtle here aha L 


the Philippians is love; and the ſeveral things en- 


JIoined in theſe verſes may be conſidered only as dif- | 
ferent modifications and expreſſions of this amiable | 


- affetion. © Love is the law of Chriſt's kingdom, 
the leſſon of his ſchool, the livery of his family *.” 


Witte chis prevails it will baniſh diſcord, angry 


* vid. Henry. 


contentions, | 


+8 
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_ contentions, and injuries of all kinds, and will pro- 
mote peace, harmony, and friendly intercourſe be⸗ 
tween brethren. 


The religion of Jeſus 18 a ſocial religion, and love 


is the bond of ſociety. Whatever difference there 
may be amongſt Chriſtians in point of ſentiment, 
they ought to be all united by this common bond. 
This love ſhould be mutual, for no Chriſtian is ex- 
empt from the duty of loving his brother, no Chriſ- 

tian ought to be excluded from the benefit of being 
loved by his brother. And what is the effect of 
| love ? How will it operate towards our brethren? 
The words of our text anſwer theſe queſtions, as 
they point out the manner in which love is mani- 
feſted, and its beneficial influence widely diffuſed, 
namely, by intereſting ourſelves in what concerns 
the welfare of our brethren. « Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man alſo on the things 
of others.“ 


One great deſign of Chrikianity is is to + inet: us of , 


our narrow, contracted, ſelfiſh principles, whereby _ 
alla man's thoughts, ſtudy, care, and labour, centre 
in himſelf as their principal end. In oppoſition to 


theſe contracted principles, it is intended to open 
and expand the heart, by infuſing the generous prin- 


ciples of benevolence towards all mankind, and eſpe- 


cially towards our Chriſtian brethren, A Chriſtian 
ſpirit, therefore, will lead us to © intereſt ourſelves 
in the concernments of others, not in a way of cu- 
riolity and cenſoriouſneſs, or as buſy bodies in other 

1 = men” $ 


8 © 
men's matters, but f in Chriſtian love and Hopa- 
thy. © Look not every man on his own things,” 
i. e. on his own things only, but every man alſo on 
the things of others.” A ſelfiſh ſpirit 1s deſtructive 
of Chriſtian love. We muſt be concerned not only 
for our own credit, liberty, eaſe, ſafety, and wel- 
fare, but for thoſe of others alſo: we muſt love 
our neighbour as ourſelves, and make his caſe our 
3 own “.“ | 5 

Thus the duty here recommended to the Philip- ” 

pians is of perpetual obligation on all Chriſtians in 
all ages. It is always incumbent on them to regard 
not their own welfare only, but alſo that of their 
brethren. Every Chriſtian ought to be, and, as I 
far as he is acquainted with, and influenced by, the I 
noble principles of his holy religion, is, of a public 
ſpirit; ; he is an univerſal philanthropiſt ; he intereſts 
himſelf in the welfare of all mankind; and has a 
| benevolent regard for their temporal, but eſpecially _ 
for their ſpiritual and eternal happineſs. Were it 
needſul to cite any particular paſſages from the New 
Teſtament in proof of this, a great variety might 
be mentioned. Indeed it is the manifeſt deſign and 
tendency of the whole goſpel to promote in Chriſ- 
tians a generous and benevolent ſpirit towards their 
fellow Chriſtians, and towards all mankind, and to 
excite them to ſuch beneficent actions as are con- 
ducive to their welfare. 1 
"© he goſpel in general then commands Chriltians 55 
* Ibid. 


0 
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to love and (as they have opportunity) to do good 
unto all men, even their enemies and perſecutors, 
but eſpecially their Chriſtian friends, or r fuch as c are 
of the houſehold of faith.” 
What I ſhall principally attempt, therefore, in 
this diſcourſe is, to offer ſome hints, which may 
point out how the Chriſtian's regard for the wel- 
fare of others ſhould operate. This I ſhall do with a 
view to promote your acquaintance with the nature 
and extent of the duty here enjoined, and to animate 
you to greater zeal, diligence, and fidelity, 1 in the | 
ne of it... -- - 
As to the nature of the duty, it may be obſerved : 
in general, that a regard to the welfare of others is 
that Chriſtian virtue, that amiable quality of the 
mind, which prompts us to all kinds of beneficent 
| activ. It is that right diſpoſition towards our fel- 
low creatures, which is the proper ſource of thoſe 
ations, and without which, whatever advantages 
men may derive from hem, they are not, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, acts of obedience to this divine precept, 
as they are not performed from a ſuitable regard for 
the welfare of our fellow creatures, but from ſome 
ſiniſter motiv es, or to ſome unwarrantable and ſelf- 
iſh ends. 
The duty under conſideration, heck: re, com- 
mences in a benevolent frame and diſpoſition of 
mind towards our fellow creatures, and conlilts, 
Firſt, —In fincerely wiſhing them every bleſſing 
requiſite to their Preſe nt and future welfare; and, 
2 


10 
upon proper occaſions, forming our benevolent 
wiſhes into ſerious and earneſt prayers to the Su- 
preme Being, the author and giver of all bleſſings, 
the ſource of all true felicity. In this way the Apoſ- 
tle Paul himſelf remarkably exemplified that Chriſ- 
tian temper which he endeavoured to promote in 
the Philippians. He not only wiſhed them grace 
and peace from God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt “, but made a ſolemn appeal to God to 
prove the Ancerlty of his affection for them. For 
God is my record, how greatly I long after you all 
in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt; and this I pray, that 
your love may abound yet more and more in know- 
ledge, and in all judgment, that ye may approve 
things that are excellent, that ye may be ſincere and 
without offence till the day of Chriſt; being filled 
with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by eſus 
Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of God f. He did 
not confine his benevolent wiſhes within the limits 
of the Chriſtian profeſſion, but extended them even 
to the unbelieving Jews: they were intereſted in his 
_ earneſt and affectionate prayers to God. © Bre- 
thren,” ſays he, © my heart's deſire and prayer to 
God for Iſrael is, that they might be ſaved ꝓ. And 
thus all Chriſtians ſhould continue to ſhew their re- 
gard for the welfare of their fellow creatures, by their 
affectionate and fervent prayers to God for them. 
Secondly, —Chriſtians ſhould do this, by their 
ſympathetic concern for the follies, ſins, and mi- 


„Ch. i. 3. Ch. i. 812. f Rom. x. ». 
1 5 Ilexies 


* ATEY. 
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ſeries of their fellow creatures. The condition of 


mankind as ſinners is truly deplorable; and the ſpi- 


titual condition of impenitent ſinners is ſuch as de- 
mands the pity of all who form juſt conceptions of 
it from the divine teſtimony. They ſee them dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins, without any proper ſenſe of 
their guilt and miſery, wretchedly ignorant of God, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, of themſelves, and of the nature 


and way of ſalvation as revealed in the goſpel; ſlaves 


to their depraved paſſions and ſenſual appetites, ene- 
mies to God in their minds by wicked works, under 
the condemning ſentence of the divine law, expoſed 
every moment to the ſtroke of death, and to ever- 
laſting perdition; and yet as eaſy and tranquil (it. -- 
may be) in their own mind, as if FAY: were in a ſtate 
of perfect ſecurity. 


Now what intelligent Chriſtian can reflect upon | 


this awful ſituation, in which he has reaſon to fear 
many of his fellow creatures around him are, with- 
out feeling emotions of grief and ſorrow on their 


account, or without being affected with compaſſion 


towards them? 


In this manner was our Apoſtle affected for his 


brethren the Jews. «1 ſay the truth in Chriſt; 1 
lie not; my conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs in 


the Holy Ghoſt, that I have great heavineſs and 
continual ſorrow in my heart, for I could wiſh my- 
ſelf accurſed from Chriſt for my brethren, my kinſ- 
men, according to the fleſh *.” On this account 


„„ | | 
allo 


Cm) 


| alſo our Lord himſelf was a man "of ſorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief; he was grieved for the hardneſs 
of the hearts of ſinners, and wept for the temporal 
and eternal miſeries which he foreſaw were coming 


upon them. Therefore, further, 


The temporal ſituation and circumſtances of vaſt 
multitudes of the human race are ſuch as demand 
the ſympathetic concern of the Chriſtian. How 


many of them are groaning under the yoke of ty- 


ranny and oppreſſion ! How many are pining away 
a miſerable life, while deſtined to wear the galling 
chains of ſlavery! What diſtreſs and miſery are 


often occaſioned to multitudes of our fellow crea- 


tures by war, famine, earthquakes, fire, hurricanes, | 
the plague, and other calamities to which mankind 
are liable What diſtreſs and miſery do many bring 

upon thefnſelves, and others, by their vicious and pro- 

fligate courſes! It is impoſſible to enumerate every 
ſpecies of miſery and wretchedneſs that abounds 
amongſt mankind in conſequence of ſin. Poverty, 

pain, and ſickneſs, a priſon, and a gibbet, are ſome 
of them. Could we be eye-witneſſes to all the ca- 


lamities and miſeries which multitudes of the human 
race are ſuffering at this moment, what a dreadful 


ſhock muſt our humanity receive! It is wiſe, it is 
bene volent, in the Great Supreme, to conceal them 
from our eyes: but ſtill we hear and know ſo much 


of them, as ſhould excite in our breaſt tender emo- 
tions of humanity and compaſſion towards our ſuf- 
fering brethren: for the benevolent {ſpirit of Chriſ- 


7 1 tianity 
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1.907 
tianity conftrains us to weep with them that weep. 


It alſo directs us to rejoice with them chat 898 
And, therefore, 


Thirdly, —Chriſtians ſhould further new chelt 


regard for the happineſs of mankind, by rejoicing 
in every event which has a tendeney to promote 


their welfare. They ſhould rejoice in that ſpirit 
of inquiry which ſeems now to be diffuſing itſelf 
amoneſt difterent claſſes, more extenſively than in 
former times: they ſhould rejoice that the diſcuſſion 
of political, moral, and religious ſubjects, is be- 
coming more general: they ſhould rejoice in the 
freedom of the preſs, as the grand medium of pro- 
moting and facilitating this diſcuſſion, and of dif- 
fuſing uſeful knowledge amongſt mankind: they 
| ſhould rejoice in the downfall of deſpotiſm, feuda- 
| bty, bigotry, and ſuperſtition, which has likewiſe in 
- a: conſiderable degree been effected by theſe means: 
they ſhould rejoice in the progreſs and extenſion of 
civil and religious, liberty, and in every uſeful diſ- 
covery or improvement that has been made in arts 
and ſciences, and in civil government: but more 


eſpecially ſhould they rejoice in the diffuſion of re- 
ligious knowledge, and in the acceſſion of true con- 


verts to the church and kingdom of Chriſt—in the 
immortal privileges conferred upon his ſubjects—in 


the dignity and happineſs to which they are ad- 
vanced—in their exemplary lives, and in the be- 
neficial influence derived from them to the world in 


general, 


The 


( 14 ) 


The advancement and ſucceſs of the Meſfiab's | 


kingdom, or the ſpread of real Chriſtianity, is 


ſpoken of in many parts of the Old Teſtament as 
what would be a ſource of great benefit and Joy 
to mankind; and that man muſt have a narrow | 
and contracted ſoul indeed, who is incapable of 
_ perceiving the beneficial influence of Chriſtianity : 
(where it prevails) on the ſtate of human beings; 
and who does not feel the moſt refined RAGS 


: therein. 


Every one who. IS voila: with the infinite 


importance of the goſpel, who is actuated by its no- 


ble and benevolent principles, cannot but rejoice in 


its ſucceſs: which leads me to obſerve, _ 
F ourthly,.— That Chriſtians ſhould evince weir 
regard for the welfare of their fellow creatures by 


exerting their beſt endeavours, in the uſe of lawful 
and proper means, to meliorate the condition of 
mankind in general, and of ſuch as are within the 


circle of their acquaintance in particular. 


The concatenation of cauſes is ſo vaſtly extenſive, 


that, under the divine ſuperintendence, the endea- 


vours of a fingle Chriſtian may, in ſome form or 


other, have a beneficial influence upon the whole 


world in ſucceeding generations of mankind. What 


an animating conſideration to the Chriſtian ! What 
a delightful motive to exert the beſt abilities his 
Maker has given him, for the benefit of his fellow 
creatures, and particularly of thoſe around him who 
may receive immediate advantage thereby ! 


Excry.. 


EAR 
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Every Chriſtian, therefore, ſhould endeavour to 
meliorate the condition of others by an exemplary 
life and converſation, or by an example of true 
piety towards God, and of juſtice, benevolence, and 
+ charity, towards men. His obligations to each re- 
quire that he ſhould be humble, chaſte, ſober, and 
_ temperate ; and likewiſe diligent and induſtrious in 
the duties of his calling for the good of ſociety. 
Thus ſhould he let his light ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee his good works, and glorify his Father 
who is in heaven. Whatever duties the Chriſtian is 


called to, he ſhould endeavour to diſcharge with di- 


ligence, zeal, and fidelity, for the honour of God, 
and the good of mankind; and thereby contribute 
| ſomething towards promoting either their temporal 
or ſpiritual advantage. Thoſe ideas of human or 
divine things, which he has acquired, and which he 
conceives may be beneficial, he ſhould be ready, 
according to his abilities, to communicate to others; 
to his children, his ſervants, his neighbours, or 
his acquaintance, He ſhould uſe his beſt endea- _ 
vours to diffuſe among them juſt ſentiments of God, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, of true rehgion, of civil and reli- 
| glous liberty, or of the rights of man, in his ſocial 
capacity; and of every other uſeful ſubject with 
which he is acquainted. He ſhould alſo endeavour 
to diveſt himſelf of all unjuſt prejudices, that he may 
be open to conviction, and ready to receive inform- 
ation and inſtruction from others. All this would 
be conducive to the mutual advantage of Chriſtians, 
and 


(6 2) 


and to the extenſion of uſeful knowledge amongſt 


_ mankind in general. 


5 Chriſtians ſhould further endeavour to promote 
the welfare of others, by ſhewing their diſapproba- 
tion of vice and wickedneſs, or of an improper tem- 
per and behaviour in thoſe with whom they are con- 
verſant; and by encouraging virtue and piety, of 
true religion, and whatever is commendable and 
praiſe. worthy in them. 
Jo reprove another for ſin, or an impropriety, is 
not indeed ſo pleaſant a duty as to commend him for 
his virtue or excellence; but in ſome circumſtances 
it may be as mi uch a duty, and perhaps a greater act 

of benevolence. Nathan, no doubt, acted from a 

principle of benevolence, when he brought the charge 
of adultery home to David: fo did Paul, when he 

withſtood Peter to the face for an act of diſſimulation 

or duplicity, becauſe he was worthy of blame. This 
Ahpoſtle's reproofs and commendations of ſome of 
che churches to which he wrote, proceeded from 

the ſame benevolent principle, and were deſigned 
to reclaim them from error and ſin, or to confirm 
and eſtabliſh them in the faith, and in the love and 
practice of piety and virtue, and thus to promote 
their holineſs and felicity. 

Chriſtians ſhould likewiſe endeavour to promote 
the welfare of others, by contributing towards a 
ſupply of their temporal wants according to their 
ability and opportunity. If providence has given 
them ſucceſs i in their temporal affairs, 0 or intruſted 

tem 


. 
them with a larger portion of worldly property that: 
is ſufficient for their own ſupport and comfort, they 
- ought to employ a part of it for the relief and aſ- 
| fiſtance of ſuch as are in indigent circumſtances, in 
that way which they may have reaſon to think will 
be moſt uſeful to them. And thoſe Chriſtians who 
have not this ability to aſſiſt the indigent, may yet 
ſhew a regard for their welfare, by making known 
and recommending their caſes to others, who are 
able and willing to relieve ſuch as are proper objects 
of pecuniary aſſiſtance. And the pooreſt Chriſtian 
ſhould ſhew his regard for the general good, by ap- 


plying himſelf to ſome ſort of uſeful labour, it he have 


ability for it. Indeed perſons of every rank and 
85 profeſſion, if ae would act ſuitably to their cha- 
racter, privileges, and obligations, as Chriſtians, - 
ſhould endeavour to contribute as much as they a are 
able to the happineſs of the public. 
Magiſtrates ſhould exerciſe the authority and 
power delegated to them from the people, to protect 
their liberties, properties, and lives; ſecure their 
characters and perſons from inſult and injury; and 
in every ſuitable way promote the welfare of ſociety. 
Miniſters of the goſpel ſhould exerciſe their ſacred 
function with zeal and fidelity, for the diffuſion of 
the molt important knowledge amongſt their fellow 
creatures; for the converſion of {ſinners from ſin to 
God and holineſs; and for the confirmation and 
eſtabliſnment of their brethren in the profeſſion, 
: B faith, 


a4 


faith, hope, loye, and practice of gramge Chrif. 


tianity. 


Parents and maſters ſhould endeavour to promote 


the preſent and future welfare of their children and 


_ domeſtics, by inſtructing them in the nature and 


importance of true religion; aiming to inſtil proper 


ſentiments and diſpoſitions into their minds, ta form 
them for the ſervice and enjoyment of their Maker, 
for being uſeful members of ſociety here, and for 

the felicity of the heavenly ſtate hereafter. 


For the benefit of ſociety, children and ſervants 


| ſhould alſo endeavour to fulfil the duties of their 
ſation, by a cheerful ſubmiſſion to the authority, 
and compliance with the Juſt commands, of their 
ſuperiors. In a word, all ranks and orders of men 


are bound by the law of nature, ind by the benevo- 


lent religion of Jeius, :0 exert their belt abilities to 
promote che welfare of their fellow creatur es, to 
embrace all opportunities of doing them good, or 
of meliorativg their condition, und 00 6 adding to 
the ſtock of public felicity. * Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man alſo on the things 
. 5 55 5 5 
Our Apoſtle directs the Chriſtians at Rome to 


diſcharge this duty by employing their ſeveral gifts 


and abilities in their aifferent ſtations and offices for 
the public good. He addreſſes them as members 


'of one body or facred ſociety. © We“ (ſays he), 
« being many, are one body in Chriſt, and every 


one 


differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
proportion of faith ; or miniſtry, let us wait on our 


that exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth, let 
him do j it with ſimplicity; he that ruleth, with li- 
gence; he that ſheweth mercy, with cheerfulneſs. 
Let love be without diftimulation ; abhor that which 
is evil, cleave to that which is good. Be kindly 


honour preferring one another ; not ſlothiul in bu- 
| buting to the neceſſity of the ſaints, given to hoſpi- 


pg Bleſs them who perſecute you, bleſs and 
curſe not; rejoice wich them that do rejoice, and 


conſideration on a ſubject of vaſt extent and great 
Importance to the welfare of ſociety. May we all, 
however, ſincerely endeavour to reduce them to 
practice, and then we ſhall have the ſatisfaction of 


- fellow creatures ! 1 


| feſtly deſigned and perfectly adapted to promote the 


as far as its laws and precepts are put in practice, 


E 


one members one of another. Having then gifts 
whether prophecy, let us propheſy according to the 


miniſtry; or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he 


affectioned one to another, with brotherly love; in 


ſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; diſtri- 


weep with them that weep k. S #9 
The above are only a fery kints ſuggeſted to your 


contributing ſomething towards the happineſs of our 


From what has been ſaid we may further learn, 5 
Firſt.— That the religion of Jeſus Chriſt is mani- 


welfare of mankind. As far as its influence 1s felt, 


* Rom. xii. 
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10 far it does actually promote human felicity. If 
all mankind were to become real Chriſtians, and 

Were to act conformably to the laws of Chriſt, they 

would all be truly happy; they would be mutual 


bleſſings to one another; and every one would ex- 


ert himſelf to increaſe the ſtock of public nappi- 
neſs. W. hat a glorious event would ſuch a revo- 


Jution in the ſentiments and conduct of mankind 
be! How delightful to be a member of ſuch a be- 
nevolent ſociety ! But, alas! this degree of improve- 


ment is too great for us ſinful mortals to expect on 


earth, Let it ſuffice, that we ſhall (if real Chriſ- 
tians) ſoon be admitted to participate in the more 


refined pleaſures and exalted joys of the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect; a ſociety | free from | every 
imperfection, dignified and ennobled with every ami- 


able grace and virtue to enhance their mutual feli- 
city. Let every Chriſtian ſtrive to the utmoſt of 
his abilities to render the ſacr ed ſociety to which he 


belongs on earth a br ighter, a fairer emblem of this 


perfect ſociety in heaven. Let us entirely yield up 
ourſelves to the ſalutary influence of genuine Chriſ- 


tilanity, and then we cannot fail of contributing ſome- 
thing towards this deſirable andi important end: then 
will our graces and virtues not only help to adorn 
the church, but to inſtruct, reform, and felicitate 
the world. And as all this is the deſign and genuine 
effect of the religion of Jeſus, it ſerves to evince 
that this religion is truly divine; it certainly came 
from that Supreme Being whoſe amiable character 
28 love. 
Sent: 
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Secondly, —How ready ſhould Chriſtians be to 
begin, or encourage by every lawful and proper 
means in their power, any plans or inſtitutions that 
are manifeſtly agreeable to the {pirit of Chriſtianity, 
and conducive to the welfare of mankind. = 


= With this view they ſhould countenance every 
5 : ſcheme that tends to inform the minds of 1 men, to 
I relieve their exigencies, to reſcue them from 1 ignor- 
J ance, Vice, and miſery, and promote cheir true fe- 
ücity. 


With this view ſhould every Chriſtian, zoctivding 
to his ability, cheerfully contribute towards the ſup- 
port of an evangelical miniſtry, and thus endeavour 
to render the temporal c circumſtances of ſuch as are 

engaged in its important work, eaſy and comfort- 
able ; thar without embarraſſment or diſtraction they 
may apply themſelves to the buſineſs of inſtructing 
their hearers in thoſe things which relate more lon 


cially to their ſpiritual and eternal welfare. 
With this view Chriſtians ſhould be ready to en- 
courage and proi mote the inſtruction of that numer- 
ous claſs of children who, on account of their pa- 
rents' indigence or negligence, would generally grow 
a up in ignorance, or idle and vicious habits, to the 
detriment of ſociety, and to their own temporal and 
_ eternal ruin, it not reclaimed by a remarkable 
inte pot tion of Divine mercy. This is a reaſon 
W n awaken our benevolent exertions to 
: er inſtruction. May we not hope that 
me nt on of Sunday Schools in a variety of 
Places 


— PP 


places through the nation will (by the bleſſing of 


God) contribute in ſoige meaſure to remedy ſuch 


evils? Theſe ſchools, therefore, ought to be en- 


couraged by Chriſtians, — by all who would look nor 
on their own things only, but on the things of others Y 
alſo. 


With this view, alle ſhould Chriſtians contribute 


towards the diffuſion of all kinds of uſeful know- 
ledge; ſuch as the knowledge of God, and true re- 


ligion, and of the civil as well as religious rights of 


men, in order to accelerate the progres of true li- 
| berty, and the entire abolition of civil and religious 
en amongſt mankind. Moreover, 


With this view ſhould Chriſtians contribute, 1 


cording to the utmoſt of their power, towards the 
abolition of a moſt iniquitous trade ; 1 mean the 
ſlave trade, which has long been carried on with 
ſavage barbarity (in many inſtances), by men who 
call themſelves Chriſtians; but which, by a diſcuſ- 
ſion of its horrid nature, and the general knowledge 
of it obtained thereby, is now become juſtly odious 
to the majority of the nation. Every Chriſtian, 
therefore, who is acquainted with the nature of it, 
cannot but wiſh for its peedy and entire abolition ; 
and if he thinks iimſc'r poſſeſſed of any influence, 
| ſhould make ut of it for this purpoſe. I congra- 


tulate you, my friends, who have recently had an 


opportunity of bearing your teſtimony againſt this 
; abominable trafficæ. Whatever the iflue may be, 


you have the ſatisfaction of having publicly teſtified | 
x 64S Ss your 


(2) 


your abhorrence of it, and your benevolent re card 


for the ſacred rights of humanity *. 
Thirdly, We may alſo learn 1 this ſubject, 
that whatever in its own nature is unjuſt, oppreſſive, 
and cruel, or in any reſpect injurious to the civil or 
religious rights and Jiberties of mankind, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be contrary to the true ſpirit of real Chriſtianity. 
Hence all ſin, or the violation of moral obligation 


in every form and degree, 1 contrary to its bene- 


yolent ſpirit. Hence all perſecution on account of 
religion 1s alſo contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
| becauſe it is injurious to the welfare of ſociety. 
Hence I conceive all civil or national eſtabliſhments 
of religion, in proportion as they infringe on the 
| liberties of mankind, cannot but be contrary to the 
ſpirit of genuine Chriſtianity. Can they, I aſk, be 
maintained but at the expence of Juſtice and equity, 
or without conſiderable degree of i injury and op- 
0 preſſion to many individuals of the community? 


And is not this peculiarly the caſe where ſuch cſta- 


 bliſhments are accompanied with their uſual append- 


ages of religious teſts, and penal ſtatutes againſi ſuch 


as diſſent from them? It is the duty, therefore, of 
Chriſtians who are acquainted with the ſubject, to 
inform the minds of others, and lead them to enter- 
rain views of Chriſtianity more rational and conſo- 
nant with the New Teſtament, the whole tenor of 
which is no leſs oppoſite to injuſtice in every form 
and degree, than light to darkneſs. 


* Some of the auditory were among the numerous, humane, 
and reſpeQable petitioners, for the abolition of the flave trade. 


Fourthly, 


( 24 ) 
Fourthly,—We may further learn from this ſub- 
ject, that it is the duty of Chriſtians to rejoice, and 
be devoutly thankful to the Supreme Governor of 
the world for every change which 1 improves the cir- 


cumſtances of individual perſons, and eſpecially of 
ſocieties and whole nations of mankind. The true 


ſpirit of Chriſtianity, therefore, infuſing its benign 
influence into our minds, not only juſti fies our joy 
in, and gratitude to God for, thoſe grand political 
events, by which millions of our fellow creatures 
are emancipated from civil and religious tyranny 
and reſtored to the rights and privileges of free ci- 


tizens; but makes this joy and gratitude our in- 


cumbent duty as men and Chriſtians. May we not 
25 hope that thoſe glorious events are the harbingers of -: 
the reign of univerſal peace and mutual benevolence 

1 amongſt mankind? Viewed, therefore, in this pleaſ- 
ing light, they cannot but be welcomed by 1 the Chrif- 
tian philanthropiſt : as harbingers of joy. 


To conclude. Let it be our earneſt prayer nd | 


conſtant endeavour to imbibe more of the noble, 


Generous, benevolent, and public ſpirit of Chriſti- 


anity, and to act at all times under its ſacred and be- 


neficial influence. Then, in obedience to our Ma- 


ker, and in love to our fellow creatures, we ſhall 


endeavour to promote their beſt intereſts, their pre- 


ſent and future welfare; and in ſo doing ſhall ad 


vance our Own. 


FIN IS, 


